
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION BOOKLET 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
  
  
   European Youth Parliament Finland    EYP-Finland ry 
  
 Tehtaankatu 26 B 44 
 00150 Helsinki 
 Finland 
  

eyp@eypfinland.org  
www.eypfinland.org 



 
TIMETABLE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
 
 
 
08:20 - 08:40  Opening of the General Assembly 

08:40 – 11:00  General Assembly: committee resolutions 1-3 
1. Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
2. Committee on Culture and Education 

  3. Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 

11:00 - 12:00  Lunch 

12:00 - 14:40  General Assembly: committee resolutions 4-7 
4. Committee on Constitutional Affairs 
5. Committee on Human Rights 
6. Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
7. Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 

14:40 - 15:00  Coffee Break 

15:20 - 17:20   General Assembly: committee resolutions 8-10 
  8. Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
  9. Committee on Transport 

         10. Committee on Agriculture 
  

17:35 - 18:00   Closing Ceremony 
Closing Words  

Speech by the President of the Session 

18:15 -   Departures 

 



PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

Outline 
Reading of the operative clauses – from the podium 
 
3 minutes to defend the resolution – from the podium 
 
3 minutes to attack the resolution  – from the podium 
 
Floor Debate  
 
3 minutes to sum up the debate – from the podium 

 
Voting procedure 

 
 
Speeches: NOTE 
30 seconds before the speech ends, the board will warn you. When your time is up, the board 
will ask you to conclude your sentence. 
 
Attack Speech – if the full 3 minutes is not used, the board can also ask if another committee 
wishes to make a second attack speech in the remaining time. 

 
Summing up Speech – this is the only speech that can be made by one or two members of the 
committee – though the total time remains 3 minutes. 

 
PLACARDS 
Committee Placard 
You raise this if you wish to speak at any time during the general assembly, either on its own, or 
together with one of the other placards below. You should then wait to be recognised by the 
board before you can speak. Once recognised, you cannot pass the microphone -.if another 
committee member wishes to speak, then you have to raise the placard again. 

 

Direct response 
You raise this if you wish to respond directly and immediately to the previous speaker’s point. 
You will be given priority to make your point next – but what you say must relate to what has just 
been said. Each committee may use the Direct Response once per debate 

 

Point of information 
You raise this for an explanation of the meaning of specific words and abbreviations. This is a 
factual query and should not be used to make a debating point. Note also that translations are 
not points of information. 
Points of information can be made at the start of the floor debate and also during the debate 
(and will take priority over other points). 
 

Point of personal privilege  
You raise this to request a delegate to repeat a point that was inaudible. This is not to be used if 
you missed the point because you were not paying attention! 
 

Point of order  
Your raise this if you think that the board has not properly followed parliamentary procedure. 



RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE 15TH FINNISH NATIONAL SESSION 
OF THE EUROPEAN YOUTH PARLIAMENT 

 
 

Resolution by the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs 
 
Resolution by the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 
 
Resolution by the Committee on Constitutional Affairs 
 
Resolution by the Committee on Human Rights 
 
Resolution by the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
 
Resolution by the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 
Resolution by the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
 
Resolution by the Committee on Transport 
 
Resolution by the Committee on Agriculture 
 
 

FAILED RESOLUTIONS AT THE THE 15TH FINNISH NATIONAL 
SESSION OF THE EUROPEAN YOUTH PARLIAMENT 

 
 
Resolution by the Committee on Culture and Education 
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND MONETARY AFFAIRS 

Shipbuilding is a very labour-intensive industry in many Member 
States. However, it faces great challenges with the current labour 
costs of the Union. How could the EU ensure the competitiveness 
of heavy industries and preserve the factories and shipyards of 

Europe? 

Submitted by: Dominic Degen (Switzerland), Anna Friman (Sweden), Miko Hetemäki 
(Etelä-Tapiolan lukio), Pyry Huhtanen (Sammon keskuslukio), Arttu 
Laitinen (Tampereen Yhteiskoulun lukio A), Niko Lietzen (Salon lukio), 
Elena Montrasi (Italy), Olli Salminen (Joensuun normaalikoulun lukio), 
Lauri Saurus (Turun lyseon lukio), Emma Sommardahl (Gymnasiet 
Lärkan), Nina Vehanen (Turun klassikon lukio A), Errikos Vlachmpeis 
(Greece), Jindrich Rusin (Chairperson, Czech Republic)  

 
 

The European Youth Parliament, 

 
A. Disturbed by the high costs of shipbuilding and other heavy industries in Europe in comparison to 

factors which make Chinese and Korean shipyards and factories more competitive, 

B. Noting with regret the great differences in living standards and wages between Europe and Asia, 

C. Contemplating that the economical support given to Asian heavy industrial companies by their 
respective governments is creating an inequality in comparison to the European heavy industrial 
companies, 

D. Deeply concerned by expanding Asian corporations absorbing some European companies 
including their technical innovations and business models, 

E. Taking into account the EU free market policies, which encourage competition between 
companies, 

F. Bearing in mind that the recent financial crisis has caused factories and shipyards to lose 
customers, 

G. Approving the role of Community of European Shipyards Associations (CESA) to improve the 
cooperation between shipyards by monitoring the shipbuilding industry and promoting the 
exchange of information, 

H. Viewing with appreciation the existence of quality and innovative projects in the European 
shipbuilding industry, 

I. Noting with satisfaction the highly skilled workforce and the technological advantages of European 
shipyards; 

 
1. Calls for the WTO to intervene regarding the unfair support for the heavy industry in Eastern Asia;  

2. Requests the introduction of: 

a) taxation relieve when purchasing new environmentally friendly vessels, 
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b) further reductions in annual taxation for owners of innovative ships, especially green ships, 

c) tax benefits for researchers and investors within the shipbuilding industry; 

3. Encourages the EU to set up a common research team financed by the shipbuilders to enable 
maximum communication and progress in shipbuilding techniques; 

4. Recommends companies within heavy industry to take advantage of tax-free trade within the EU; 

5. Further recommends to widen the usage of heavy industrial production machines with the aim of: 

a) raising demand for aforementioned machines,  

b) increasing domestic production; 

6. Expresses its hope for immediate job opportunities in the European heavy industry for new 
graduates of 3rd level education institutions to reduce brain drain losses; 

7. Urges European heavy industry to meet current and projected demand. 
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON CULTURE AND EDUCATION 

Year 2008 was the Year of Intercultural Dialogue. Despite ongoing 
disputes over Christian and other religious minorities in Turkey, the 
country has endorsed its bid to join the European Union. Is the EU 

a Christian club, or is there a place for pluralism? 

Submitted by: Anna-Sara Björklund (Sweden), Veronica Björklund (Ekenäs Gymnasium), 
Elena Grande (Italy), Krzysiek Ignaciuk (Poland), Emilia Lakka (Kuopion 
lyseon lukio), Outi Lehtinen (Tampereen yhteiskoulun lukio B), Riina 
Lumme (Puolalanmäen lukio A), Miia Palviainen (Joensuun lyseon lukio), 
Manuel Petri (Germany), Eveliina Tahvanainen (Savonlinnan lyseon lukio), 
Heta Toivola (Joensuun lyseon lukio), Kaisa Vuori (Klassikon lukio A), 
Masoumeh Moridian (Chairperson, Austria), Konstantin von Brocke 
(Chairperson, Germany) 

 
 

The European Youth Parliament, 

 
A. Believing that the EU is based on secular European values with a Christian heritage while allowing 

pluralism as long as its values are in line with the EU’s values, 

B. Realising that each country wishing to join the EU has to fulfil the Copenhagen Criteria, which 
state the necessary accession requirements,  

C. Seeking an end to discrimination caused by religious differences, 

D. Emphasizing the need for more education on other cultures in order to decrease prejudices and 
increase mutual respect, 

E. Noting with regret that minority rights are not strictly enough observed in EU Member States and 
candidate countries, 

F. Taking into account that by refusing the entry of non-Christian states in the EU, the current 
minorities may not feel welcomed either, 

G. Deeply concerned that certain religious communities force their members to follow their doctrines 
but that leaving those may lead to isolation, 

H. Declaring that crimes cannot be justified by religious principles, 

I. Emphasising current common EU laws allowing people to practice their religion freely, 

J. Believing younger people to be more open-minded and to have fewer prejudices; 

 
1. Expresses its hope to reduce prejudices while increasing the respect for different cultures by: 

a)  providing education on different religions and cultures and their common values, 

b)  using the media for intercultural campaigns, 

c) encouraging international dialogue; 

2. Supports the creation of easily communicable human rights institutions working for the individual 
citizen; 
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3. Recommends offering immigrants orientation programmes such as: 

a) language courses, 

b) information about their new home country and the EU, 

c) cultural activities, 

d) cooperation with the labour market; 

4. Emphasizes the protection of those who have changed or left their religion;  

5. Encourages the expansion and improvement of exchange and partner school programmes for: 

a)  adult workers,  

b)  students. 
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

Many nationally based companies are suppliers in other EU 
Member States. However, regulations concerning working hours, 

social security and taxation vary from country to country. How 
should the EU harmonise its legislation in these fields whilst 

maintaining the competitiveness of the companies? 

Submitted by: Jussi Artukka (Turun Lyseon lukio), Martina Forsman (Gymnasiet Lärkan), 
Mariam Gharai (Austria), Meeri Helminen (Etelä-Tapiolan lukio), Antrea 
Kalocheri (Greece), Sointu Kouki (Joensuun normaalikoulun lukio), Larissa 
Manera (Switzerland), Alexandra Metzen (Germany), Tiina Siivola 
(Tampereen Yhteiskoulun lukio A), Anna Westerlund (Sammon 
keskuslukio), Katya Kondrunina (Vice-President, Ukraine) 

 
 

The European Youth Parliament, 

 
A. Fully aware that the differences between the EU Member States complicate the implementation of 

a common European social regulation legislation, 

B. Deeply disturbed by the abuses in workforce, especially regarding the issue of child labour,  

C. Recognising the prominent and competitive economic position of the USA and the emergence of 
new economic superpowers, such as China and India, 

D. Taking into account the activity of institutions such as the European Social Fund (ESF) and 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) aiming at creating favourable working and social 
conditions within the EU, 

E. Taking into consideration the basic priorities of the Lisbon Agenda, such as: 

i) improving the social protection system, 

ii) ensuring higher levels of employment, 

iii) achieving stable economic growth within Europe, 

F. Keeping in mind that existing fears of overregulation affect national companies’ competitiveness 
within the EU, 

G. Taking note of the fact that taxation and labour costs are different between one Member State to 
another, which encourages economic migration,  

H. Noting with concern that parental leave systems currently fail to provide families with a suitable 
balance between private and professional life, 

I. Emphasising the importance of a knowledge-based society as a platform for stable economic 
growth; 

 
1. Forcefully requests that ILO standards be applied within Europe especially on: 

a) employment policy and promotion, 
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b) social security, 

c) labour administration and inspection; 

2. Draws attention to the importance of government and independent monitoring in the spheres of 
employment and social rights; 

3. Recommends the lowering and harmonisation of corporate taxes in Member States in order to 
attract investment; 

4. Approves the promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility programmes through the General 
System of Preferences (i.e. lower taxation, donations etc.); 

5. Encourages the improvement of social protection systems in Europe; 

6. Urges the EU to organise a research programme with the purpose of finding optimal working 
hours depending on profession; 

7. Calls upon the EU to introduce a minimum level of parental leave and family benefits as a part of  
common social security policies; 

8. Suggests the EU increase investments in technological research and development in order to 
maintain the competitiveness of European companies. 
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS 

The 7th European Parliament elections are due to take place in 
June 2009. Some 400 million Europeans will be eligible to elect 736 
MEPs for the only European institution where citizens have a direct 

vote. What strategy should the EU adopt to raise awareness of 
voting rights and the European political groups? 

Submitted by: Kirsi Aalto (Tampereen Yhteiskoulun lukio A), Melissa Forss (Etelä-
Tapiolan lukio), Saara Hartikainen (Joensuun normaalikoulun lukio), 
Katerina Kambouri (Greece), Dominika Leniard (Poland), Maria Lundström 
(Gymnasiet Lärkan), Andrius Neviera (Lithuania), James Nielsen 
(Sweden), Susanna Ryttyläinen (Sammon keskuslukio), Noora Vesterinen 
(Turun Klassikon lukio B), Elina Peltoniemi (Chairperson), Robert 
Torvelainen (Vice-President, Finland) 

 
 

The European Youth Parliament, 

 
A. Alarmed by the low voter turnout at the European Parliament elections, 

B. Deeply concerned about low awareness of the candidates and the political party groups in the 
elections to the European Parliament, 

C. Realising the citizens’ low appreciation for the importance of the EU, 

D. Deeply disturbed by media coverage of the EU politics unnecessarily highlighting sensational 
details at the expense of substantial and consistent reporting, 

E. Emphasising the need for improved public interest in EU politics, 

F. Recognising that there is little feeling of citizenship among the wider EU community, 

G. Expresses its satisfaction with different exchange programmes, such as Erasmus and Comenius, 

H. Congratulating projects and programmes that promote European citizenship, 

I. Further noting insufficiencies in education concerning EU matters; 

 
1. Emphasises the possibilities offered by internet questionnaires and a public relations campaign in 

sharing information about the EU and the European Parliament; 

2. Supports more accessible voting procedures in order to increase the voter turnout; 

3. Calls upon the involvement of EU political party groups to be visible in the national campaigns for 
the European Parliament elections; 

4. Further invites greater awareness of EU politics and political party groups through EU supported 
events and activities; 

5. Expresses its hope that the media would adopt a more objective attitude towards the EU; 

6. Supports increasing non-formal education in EU matters, such as theme days, seminars, shadow 
elections and debating at all levels of education. 
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

Italy's plan to fingerprint Roma people has received a green light 
from the European Commission, with Brussels' experts suggesting 
that the controversial measures are not discriminatory or in breach 
of EU standards. What are the EU’s limits in the future concerning 

minority policies? 

Submitted by: Malte Bieber (Germany), Joanna Dudek (Poland), Aino Elomäki (Joensuun 
Lyseon lukio), Riina-Eveliina Eskelinen (Tampereen Yhteiskoulun lukio C), 
Jessica Jonasson (Sweden), Toni Kokkonen (Olarin lukio), Nikke Lampén 
(Klassikon lukio A), Manuel Leithner (Austria), Darius Meyer (Switzerland), 
Marjuska Pennanen (Savonlinnan Lyseon lukio), Astrid Råberg (Ekenäs 
gymnasium), Elina Sairanen (Kuopion Lyseon lukio), Riku Tahvanainen 
(Joensuun Lyseon lukio), Sonia Trabelsi (Italy), Kamen Iordanov 
(Chairperson, Switzerland) 

 
 

The European Youth Parliament, 

 
A. Recognises the existence of a multicultural environment within the EU, 

B. Alarmed by the fact that the EU is not respecting universal Human Rights when dealing with 
minorities, 

C. Having considered the risk that keeping fingerprint records of minority populations such as the 
Roma people can make them feel more marginalised, 

D. Aware of the fact that the lack of social integration can lead to high levels of crime and poverty, 

E. Acknowledging the economic benefits of immigration due to more workers and their diverse skills, 

F. Observing that minority and majority groups do not receive equal social treatment, 

G. Fully believing that racial and cultural discrimination, xenophobia and prejudice is caused by 
misunderstanding between different parts of society; 

 
1. Urges the abolition of practices that violate Human Rights such as racial profiling; 

2. Calls upon decreasing racial discrimination by: 

a) developing awareness events in order to promote the existence of foreign cultures, 

b) further supporting exchange programmes for people to get a chance to experience and better 
understand different cultures; 

3. Demands that identification methods such as fingerprinting be used only as such, and not in a 
means to control minorities; 

4. Further requests the expansion of integration facilitation programmes for guidance and counselling 
in order to help immigrants to feel integrated in the society, by providing: 

a) language courses, 
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b) basic practical information on the country, 

c) legal assistance; 

5. Further invites the EU to set up minority policy guidelines with an emphasis on the mobility and 
integration of minority groups, while allowing countries to adapt to their current situation; 

6. Recommends using the benefits of immigration by helping foreign workers find jobs in their new 
country, therefore reducing crime rates caused by poverty. 
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH AND 

FOOD SAFETY 

Europeans, experts and politicians agree that climate change is a 
fact and that human activity contributes to it. At the same time 
energy prices are rocketing and dependence on supplies from 

unstable parts of the world is growing. With regards to the Poznan 
negotiations and the upcoming Copenhagen conference: How can 

the EU ensure equitable sustainable development? 

Submitted by: Adrianna Andruszewska (Poland), Viola Cogliati (Italy), Maria Hurme 
(Tampereen Yhteiskoulun lukio B), Ville Kervinen (Joensuun Lyseon lukio), 
Ella Kiviniemi (Puolalanmäen lukio), Lotta-Maria Klementti (Munkkiniemen 
Yhteiskoulun lukio), Cecilia Lindqvist (Ekenäs Gymnasium), Julia Rintala 
(Kuopion lukio), Janne Salakka (Klassikon lukio B), Maria Svensson 
(Sweden), Jukka-Matti Turtiainen (Joensuun Lyseon lukio), Sini Ventälä 
(Savonlinan Lyseon lukio), Filip Winzap (Switzerland), Ruxandra Popescu 
(Chairperson, Romania) 

 
 

The European Youth Parliament, 

 
A. Defining equitable sustainable development as a form of development balancing ethical and 

environmental standards, 

B. Recognising as renewable energy sources:  

i) solar power, 

ii) wind power, 

iii) hydro power,  

iv) geo-thermal power, 

C. Concerned about the fact that more than 50% of the EU’s energy supplies come from outside the 
EU, 

D. Deploring the inefficient use of energy consumption both in the day-to-day life and on an industrial  
scale, 

E. Noting with deep concern that the scarcity of natural resources results in the soaring energy 
prices, 

F. Acknowledging that human activity, by causing substantial carbon dioxide emissions, is partly  
accountant for climate change, 

G. Realising that in the field of research and development (R&D) there is a need for a more efficient 
communication in order to reach the full potential of both human and material resources, 

H. Noting with approval the steps the EU has taken in the struggle against climate change through 
programs such as the Climate Action and Renewable Energy implementation package or the 
Emission Trading Scheme; 
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1. Affirms that renewable energy is necessary for: 

a) action against climate change, 

b) a self-sufficient energy infrastructure as it is locally available; 

2. Declares that as far as private consumers are concerned: 

a) environmental education should be provided for all ages, 

b) an extensive and intensive recycling system should be enforced, just as it is actually used in 
Germany, 

c) a rush hour tax should be used to promote and finance environmentally friendly 
transportation options such as railway networks or bus networks, 

d) a bonus card system should be used to encourage buying ecological products; 

3. Further requests that industries become more environmentally friendly by: 

a) effectively recycling the industrial waste, 

b) adopting more environmentally friendly equipment; 

4. Urges both public and private actors to utilise oil and gas only where vital and replace them with 
renewable energy sources, where possible, until a complete change is achieved; 

5. Emphasises that the EU promotes sustainable agriculture as part of a more equal development, 
by the help of fiscal and financial incentives, especially as regards fair trade and organic farming; 

6. Further resolves that biochar could be used for: 

a) improving water quality, 

b) increasing soil fertility, 

c) raising agricultural productivity, 

d) reduce pressure on old growth forests; 

7. Emphasizes the importance of international co-operation in research and development of 
renewable energy sources by the centralization of the research process. 
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

EU leaders have given the green light to a compromise to create a 
'Union for the Mediterranean', an initiative aimed at upgrading the 

EU's relations with its neighbours from North Africa and the Middle 
East. The Union has said to be an alternative to Turkish EU 

membership and only beneficial to some Member States, giving 
less attention to existing programmes such as the Nordic 

Dimension. How can the Union for the Mediterranean be made 
beneficial for all parties involved? 

Submitted by: Joanna Byszuk (Poland), Marianne El-Khoury (Joensuun Lyseon lukio), 
Jasmiini Kaasinen (Tampereen Yhteiskoulun lukio C), Emmanouil Koulas 
(Greece), Tiia Lyyttinen (Joensuun Lyseon lukio), Rasmus Nordman 
(Ekenäs Gymnasium), Nikolas Rawlings (Klassikon lukio B), Damien 
Schleimer (Germany), Paula Talonen (Olarin lukio B), Niko Tapanainen 
(Kuopion lukio), Saku Vainionpää (Savonlinnan lyseon lukio), Jakob 
Blomqvist (Chairperson, Sweden) 

 
 

The European Youth Parliament, 

 
A. Recognising that the Union for the Mediterranean (UFTM) is to be established to promote trade, 

upgrade diplomatic relationships and improve co-operation between the EU and non-EU 
countries, 

B. Reaffirming that the UFTM is not an alternative for Turkey’s EU membership, 

C. Noting that the UFTM is to be based on the existing Barcelona Process, 

D. Recognising the need for equal trading terms, 

E. Noting with deep concern Human Rights issues concerning non-EU UTFM Member States, 

F. Bearing in mind the fact that many people immigrate to the EU Member States illegally, 

G. Observing that terrorism has increased alarmingly in the past decade, 

H. Contemplating common energy problems and environmental issues; 

 
1. Recommends that the financial burden for the UTFM be distributed among countries according to 

their GDP and economic benefits;  

2. Further recommends that the European Mediterranean Parliament meet once a month during its 
first year of operation and then reconsider the frequency of the meetings as seen fit; 

3. Authorises the establishment of a committee to manage communication between the EU and the 
UFTM to prevent clashes of interest between them; 

4. Calls upon all the UFTM Member States to form a free trade area; 
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5. Solemnly believes that a common UFTM policy can be established but that changes in Member 
States’ constitutions are very unlikely to occur; 

6. Urges co-operation between the coast guards of the UFTM Member States to curb illegal 
immigration; 

7. Supports counter-terrorism measures within the UFTM, coordinated by the Defence Departments 
of the states of the UFTM; 

8. Encourages the UTFM to give financial and technical support to Mediterranean States in order to 
develop alternative energy sources such as solar power. 

 

 

 

 



 E Y P  F I N L A N D 
  

European Youth Parliament  
Parlement Européen des Jeunes 

 

EYP-Finland ry – http://www.eypfinland.org 
 c/o Tehtaankatu 26 B 44, 00150 Helsinki, Finland 

eyp@eypfinland.org 

Naantali, January 2009 
 

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION BY 
THE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL LIBERTIES, JUSTICE AND HOME 

AFFAIRS 

It has been predicted that the EU will face grave labour shortage by 
2030. It is likely that the educated people from third countries are 
willing to migrate to the Union in hope of better living standards. 
However, this will pose major challenges to the third countries. 

What kind of a stance should the EU take keeping in mind both the 
ethical and economic considerations? 

Submitted by: Karolina Czopek (Poland), Freyr Flodgren (Sweden), Pyry Helkkula 
(Gymnasiet Lärkan), Foteini Kapousouzoglou (Greece), Harald Konsberg 
(Sweden), Simo Malinen (Haukilahden lukio), Toivo Molin (Tampereen 
Yhteiskoulun lukio A), Sarianne Niemelä (Sammon keskuslukio), Joona 
Raudaskoski (Joensuun normaalikoulun lukio), Hannah Schmitz 
(Germany), Ella Teperi (Etelä-Tapiolan lukio), Merete Holmberg 
(Chairperson, Finland), Lacina Koné (President, France) 

 
 

The European Youth Parliament, 

 
A. Defining third countries as non-member states or associating countries,  

B. Convinced that one of the best ways to maintain the EU’s competitiveness is through getting 
economically valuable migration from third countries,  

C. Taking into account that the EU needs labour force from third countries in both highly and less 
educated professions, 

D. Notes that the EU considers highly educated immigrants to be vital for its competitiveness as a 
dynamic world-class economy in the future, 

E. Recognising that younger people should be able to get the blue card with less difficulty,  

F. Emphasising the importance of language skills in employing third country migrants,  

G. Noting with concern that European taxpayers and governments face difficulties due to expected 
labour shortages, 

H. Fully aware of the need for early work experience among employees as the EU needs more 
entrepreneurs and skilled labour to strengthen its economy, 

I. Aware of the fact that the EU attracts highly educated citizens of third countries resulting in 
economic losses and a reduction of professionalism in the countries affected, 

J. Deeply concerned the rapidly growing economies in East Asia & India, where the EU faces major 
challenges by the global competition; 

 
1. Calls upon the European Commission to reduce the criteria for obtaining a blue card;  

2. Recommends an allocation system to be put in place in order to offer immigrants available 
employment corresponding with their skills and personal wishes;  
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